
E-mail Exchange Among Women’s Liberation Movement Veterans  
About Consciousness Raising 

Winter 2012  
 
Nov 13, 2012, at 8:06 AM: 
I think as my consciousness rose during consciousness raising, and let's not forget the whole idea of a 
womens liberation movement was consciousness raising in itself. The whole movement was 
consciousness raising in itself. That the consciousness of all women all over the planet was raised at the 
same time. There is a mass consciousness, all minds are connected.  All genuine liberation liberates all.  

- Anne Forer Pyne 
 
Nov 13, 2012, at 11:22 AM: 
Anne, The whole idea of the women's liberation movement was not only consciousness raising.   Like 
Shulamith, I hated consciousness-raising, and I think it had negative consequences, being the main reason 
the wlm shrunk to private spaces as the cult of cr spread across the country, removing powerful, activist 
feminists from politics.  In Cell 16, our consciousness raising was mastering self defense by learning and 
teaching tae kwan do.  To me, cr groups became like sororities with a pretension of politics.  Sorry to be 
so blunt, but I don't like to be included in this generalized statement that the women's liberation 
movement was essentially consciousness-raising, while I and many others believe cr killed the wlm.  

- Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 
 
Nov 13, 2012, at 9:42 AM:  
Roxanne, I think Anne is saying here (though not elsewhere) that the very idea of a WOMEN'S 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT was consciousness raising--that those three words put together were 
consciousness raising. That's why they got shortened to the WOMEN'S MOVEMENT during the liberal 
takeover.  
 
The purpose of CR was NEVER something to do for its oven sake--at least the radical version.. It was an 
organizing tool. (Other's ripped it off and watered it down.) See the articles in the "Organizing" section in 
FEMINIST REVOLUTION and Kathie Sarachild's "A Program for Feminist Consciousness Raising" in 
its Appendix. She brought that program to the Lake Villa Conference. It was NEVER meant to be just for 
fun or self-enlightenment, though those happened too. 

- Carol Hanisch 
 
Nov 13, 2012 at 1:05 PM: 
Carol, I know the theory behind c-r, but I'm saying the consequences of it reveal its fatal flaws. We need 
to review theories and how they work out in practice, not just stand by them or say they got watered dow. 
 Of course, it wasn't just cr, but the rise of New Age mysticism, some of it consciously promoted by 
counterinsurgent programs, such as the Esalen project, and, yes, Clay Felker.  We wrote about this in NO 
MORE FUN AND GAMES in 1968, the huge publicity promoting the "new age."  So, cr was easily 
sucked up by that surge of an "alternative" to political struggle.  Always beware capitalism's ability to 
privatize. 
 
As for "liberation," I believe we borrowed that from the third world liberation movements in process at 
the time, a deeply political process.  I believe the women's liberation movement had the capacity and a 
world historical role to change the world, and it failed.  We need to figure out why.  I still think that's 
possible.   

- Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 
 


