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Hi Roxanne, 
 
Thank you for sending this to all of us.  Honey I give up.  I'm beginning to think it would be better if 
Shulie never wrote that book.   It obscures her great contribution, she started the women's liberation 
movement. 
I mean maybe history doesn't matter. The fact that she started the women's liberation movement 
happened, and there was a movement once she started it and organized it.  I mean the women's liberation 
movement matters. I believe Shulie should get the credit and acknowledgement for what she did.  That 
she should go down in history with the names of the founders of our American Revolution. 
I mean history has some value. But is is a record of what happened, it doesn't stack up compared to the 
fact that it happened.  Our life is what it is because of what happened.   If there were no American 
Revolution we would still be the subjects of the King of England. 
We would not be citizens, we would have no rights. We would be ruled by a king, we would not be 
allowed to rule ourselves. 
And if Shulie had not started the women's liberation movement, it would all be like how it was in the 
1950s which I still remember.  We were second class citizens in every way.  
Revolutions are more than about rights gained, they are about revolutions in consciousness too. 
God forbid I go back to the consciousness I had before the women's liberation movement liberated my 
consciousness. 
But after all these articles about Shulie one after the other, and none even getting close to getting it right, 
what can I do but give up.  They are determined she be known for her book and not for starting the 
women's liberation movement. 
It's as if they think her book matters and the women's liberation movement doesn't. I'm not even crazy 
about her book.  I remember it was a lot of fun to read, and then the end I skipped.  It seemed to be about 
test tube babies which I found crack pot.  Maybe I missed what made her book great. 
All I know is it did not have the electrifying, and inspiring effect of her early writing in Notes of the First 
Year.   For me that is where it all happened in her writing. 
Her book did not do that for me. 
I still find her early writing in Notes of the First Year as electrifying and inspiring.  I read her book twice 
and it never did that for me. 
I feel like such an odd ball. 
But as I said I am giving up believing history maters.  All that matters is what Shulie did, accomplished in 
real life. Which is launching the women's liberation movement. 
It would be nice if history got it right, but it doesn't seem like it will.   
I am very grateful to Joyce Antler who wrote the article about how it started in Chicago.  That is history I 
did not know.  I had no idea how Shulie started it in Chicago the year before I discovered it.  So when 
history gets it right, it is a joy, we learn something we did not know and are so happy to discover it.  It 
really is valuable information.  And helps us learn how things came to be.  Because of learning what 
happened in Chicago, I got to understand how my New York group came to be. 
For me the only worthwhile article has been the one by Joyce Antler.  She got it right and I learned so 
much from it. Alix did great to send it to us. If anyone missed it, it is here http://jwa.org/blog/shulamith-
firestone-1945-2012-in-memoriam 
 
All my love to all of you, 
Anne 
 


